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THE PARADOXTO A FRUITFUL LIFE

Matthew 16:25

We are people aiming constantly
at self-preservation.
priority for us to ensure that our
hopes are not dashed, our
dreams are preserved and our
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future is secured. This thinking

and innate human tendency
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For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it: and whosoever will
lose his life for my sake shall find
it.
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gives rise to a series of actions
or plans that ensure that what
we want is protected. We will
therefore remain in our “comfort
zone”, protective of our lifestyles
and opposing anyone that would
challenge our security. This is
what the Lord Jesus meant
when He said, “...whosoever will
save his life...” Saving one’s life
refers to this attitude of self-
preservation.
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This self-preservation involves
favouring personal pleasures
over the kingdom of God.

Demas forsook the apostle Paul,
having loved this present evil
world. If we are living for the
Lord, we must not be alarmed
when other Christians choose
not to walk with us because of
the word of God.

continued on page 2
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This self-preservation involves favouring
personal possessions over the kingdom of
God.

The rich young ruler walked away from the Lord
Jesus when he was told that his riches were the
stumbling block for him entering the kingdom of
God. The Lord said afterward, “How hard is it for
a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” A rich
man would find it hard to separate from his riches
because it is his security.

This self-preservation involves
favouring personal relationships
over the kingdom of God. In
teaching the disciples regarding
service for the Lord, the Lord
Jesus instructed,

He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me.

Matthew 10:37

We are not to place our family and loved ones
above the Lord Jesus when it comes to wanting
a fruitful life. We are love our families, but when a
choice comes within our heart as to who we
should choose - whether the Lord Jesus, His
ministry and His work or our families - Christ
must always come first. We are to be as soldiers
called to fight in a foreign field, going without a
murmur and leaving all behind in order to fulfill
the commanders’ call. Are we not, as soldiers of

There is no higher
motivation for a
Christian than to

follow Christ in love.

the Lord, to do the same? When we choose to
love our life and to preserve it, we will, in
essence, lose it. The meaning in life that our most
high God would have for us is lost because we
have been unwilling to follow His leadership.

However, the Lord Jesus said that those who
were willing to lose their lives for His sake and
the gospel, will find the life fruitful.

What is your aim in life, Believer? Is it to
live for the Lord or for self? If you want
a fruitful life, be prepared to part
with anything or anyone that will
hinder you from this direction. If
we are unwilling to, the Lord
Jesus says that we are not
worthy for the kingdom of God.

Lord, your love for me is far
greater than any love on earth. |
surrender totally to your leadership
that | might learn to lose my life in
order to find it. Give me grace to do so, in
Jesus’ name.

May this be our prayer today.

In the midst of a loud and distracting

generation...

..hear the call of God first.

To whom God would make known what
is the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory:WWhom we preach,

warning every man, and teaching every
man in all wisdom; that we may present
every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

Colossians 1:27-28
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Sunday Worship Service
5 August 2012
The Call of God

Turn to: Mark 1:14 - 20
Genesis 3:9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

Genesis 6:13 And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled
with violence through them; and, behold, | will destroy them with the earth.

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father's house, unto a land that | will shew thee:

Turn to: Proverbs 1:20 - 22

Acts 2:37 - 39 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Turn to: 1 Corinthians 15:1- 4

John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me.

Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.

Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of
death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

Luke 13:3,5 | tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, | am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live:

John 11:26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this?
1 Thessalonians 4:7 For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

Ephesians 4:1 | therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called,

1 Thessalonians 2:12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and
glory.

1 Peter 1:15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;
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Sunday Worship Service
5 August 2012
The Call of God

I.  The title of today’s message is

Il. The passage for today’s message is

A. God is
1. He s calling men to in Christ
2. He s calling men to Him
a) God in the lives of His children

b) What does following Christ involve?

1

(2) Imitating exactly the of Christ
@ To with Him
(4) Tobea

3. He s calling some to
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FRIDAY CHURCH NEWS NOTES

THE LATEST IN THE SAGA OF “THE TWO JACKS”

Earlier this year I published The
Two Jacks, documenting the life
and ministry of Jack Hyles, who
pastored First Baptist Church of
Hammond, Indiana, for 42 years,
and Jack Schaap, who took over
the pastorate of the church when
his father-in-law died in 2001. But
the book is not merely about two
men. It is a warning about a cultic
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very far. Hyles set the pattern for
errors that are still rampant. Most
importantly, the book is a positive
call to build biblical churches. A
major motivation in writing the
book was to challenge young
preachers not to be man followers
and man pleasers, to walk in the
fear of God rather than the fear of
man, to be serious Bible students
and Bereans, to be passionate for
Christ and Truth, and to reject
pragmatism: whether it be contemporary church growth
pragmatism or emerging pragmatism or Independent
Fundamental Baptist pragmatism. The book is a warning
about Quick Prayerism, promotionalism, numbers-ism, the
abuse of pastoral authority, blind loyalty to man, cover-up
and deception and rampant immorality, the neglect of
church discipline, and unrepentant heresy. Now we can
add to the section on “rampant immorality” the fact that
Jack Schaap has been dismissed from the pastorate
because of his “physically improper” relationship with a
16-year-old girl. The Hammond Community Net reports
that “the First Baptist Church of Hammond has dismissed
Jack Schaap as its pastor in the wake of a Lake County
police investigation.” That occurred on Tuesday, July 31.
In light of the history that we have documented in The Tiwo
Jacks, the only thing that is surprising about this sad
account is that the church has taken action against the man.
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Many teenage girls and even some
children have been the target of sexual
abuse at First Baptist, including those
polluted by Jack Hyles’ son, Dave. We
don’t know how long this type of thing
has gone on even in Schaap’s life. It’s
doubtful that a 54-year-old man would
start messing with girls just out of the
blue. This is the same church that covered
over and justified Jack Hyles’ sins and the
ministry-disqualifying sins of other
pastors associated with the church and
school for decades, a church that was
willing to stand by and watch the
character assassination of anyone who
dared to bring an accusation against the
“man of God.” This is the church that
accepted the lie that to reprove and
discipline a preacher is to “touch the
Lord’s anointed.” It appears that Schaap
thought he could walk in Hyles’ footsteps
and do as he pleased, and he succeeded
for over a decade and probably could have
continued to do so except that the sheriff’s department and
the FBI got involved this time. (It is reported that “the girl
was taken to Illinois and Michigan for Schaap’s
interludes,” Mark Kiesling, “50 Shades of Jack Schaap,”
nwi.com.) There is no reason to believe that anything of
real substance will change. Another man--doubtless
another Hyles worshipper--will step behind that polluted
pulpit and the cult will go on. Every warning that we gave
in The Two Jacks is as relevant today as ever, and it’s not
just about First Baptist of Hammond. It’s about a large
number of IFB churches that have followed this cultic
pattern and it’s about large numbers of IFB preachers who
have not spoken out against it but rather have chosen to
bask in the glory of “bigness” rather than take a stand for
truth. (The Two Jacks is available from the free eBook
section of the Way of Life web site -- www.wayoflife.org.)

NASA FOLLOWING IN PERCIVALS FOOTSTEPS

NASA’s Curiosity rover is set to attempt a landing on Mars on Sunday,
August 5, in the ongoing effort to find evidence of life on the red planet or
evidence that life could have evolved there. The $2.5 billion project is a
technological marvel, even if it crashes, because simply to send a spacecraft
from earth to Mars, a 154-million-mile journey, is a major feat it itself and
is clear evidence that man did not arise from the animal kingdom. The best-
trained, sign-reading-qualified top-of-his-class ape can’t even conceive of a
space craft, let alone build one and get it to Mars. The size of a small car,
the Curiosity is decked out with a power drill, rock-zapping laser, and an
onboard lab to detect organic compounds, all with the objective of
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exploring whether the planet “ever had the right
environment for microorganisms to take hold” (“NASA to
Athletic Mars Rover,” USA Today, July 20, 2012). Here
NASA leaves the world of real science that it used to
create its space program and enters the world of
evolutionary myth, which is based on nothing but empty
presuppositions. There is zero scientific evidence that life
arose from non-life, that intelligence arose from non-
intelligence, that great intelligence arose from low
intelligence. Such ideas are not even theories, because not
only do they lack evidence but they are contrary to proven
scientific facts. Thus, evolutionists haven’t progressed any
further than Percival Lowell, the astronomer who “saw”
canals on Mars. See “Percival Lowell’s Martians”.

ANNIVERSARY OF JUDSON’S
MISSIONARY JOURNEY

This year is the 200th anniversary
of the departure of the first
missionaries sent from American
churches to foreign lands.
Adoniram Judson and Luther Rice
were commissioned by
Congregational churches in 1811
and set sail for India in February
1812. Judson had married Ann
Hasseltine just two weeks earlier.
Her parents would never see their
daughter again, nor the
grandchildren that Ann would bear,
but they had placed her into the Lord’s hands, come what
may. On the way to India, the young couple came to the
conviction through Bible study that baptism is for
believers only, rather than infants, and by immersion
rather than sprinkling or pouring. When they arrived in
Serampore, India, they were immersed on their profession
of faith in Christ by William Ward, a co-worker with
William Carey. Luther Rice came to the same conclusion
independently of the Judsons. He returned to the States
and traveled to Baptist churches to challenge them for
world missions. In response, Baptist churches in America
formed a missionary society of their own. Judson’s 67-
year-old father resigned his pastorate in a Congregational
church and was baptized scripturally, together with his
wife and daughter (Adoniram’s sister), Abigail. The
Judsons settled in Burma, a Buddhist stronghold, in July
1813, and it was not until six difficult years later that they
had their first convert. Six years after that Judson’s
fledgling church still had only 18 members. Their second
child, a son, died at age eight months. Judson was
imprisoned for nearly two years under terrible
conditions--half-starved, fettered in iron, sometimes tied
up and suspended by his mangled feet. Soon after he was
released, Ann died, followed by their third child, Maria.
This nearly crushed Judson, but his faith in God endured
and the gospel work began to prosper. When Judson died
in 1850, there were 63 Baptist churches in Burma with
7,000 baptized believers.

WAY OF LIFE

PERCIVAL LOWELL’S MARTIANS

One of the most
interesting examples of
how a man can see
what he wants to
see, how a man’s
will affects his
mind and vision,
is the case of
Percival Lowell
(1865-1916). He
was born into a
wealthy, high-
society Boston
family, graduated
from Harvard, was a
brilliant mathematician
and successful
businessman, traveled widely
in the Far East, learned several
languages, and kept company with affluent, influential
people. On the Origin of Species was published when
Lowell was a boy, and he accepted Darwin’s doctrine
wholeheartedly. He used his wealth to construct an
astronomical observatory with a 24-inch telescope in the
American west near the Grand Canyon with the objective
of proving that life exists on other planets. It was
completed in 1894, and from then until his death 22 years
later Lowell studied Mars and published reports and
books. Eventually he “saw” and named 700 canals on
Mars and came to believe that Martians were building
canals in an

attempt to save
their planet. He
even deduced
many fascinating
details about the
lives of the
Martian aliens.
How could an
intelligent, well-
educated man see
canals and alien
civilizations that
do not exist? The answer is that he saw what he wanted to
see. It is the same phenomenon that allows any
evolutionist to see evidence for Darwinian evolution when
none exists. The Bible explains it as the deceit of the
fallen human heart and willful spiritual blindness. It is
possible to believe a lie and to believe it with all of one’s
heart. “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them” (2 Corinthians 4:4). I am so thankful to
the Lord for opening my blind eyes nearly 40 years ago
and showing me the truth in Jesus Christ.
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MARCH AROUND THE TEL-AVIV MAYOR SAYS
TEMPLE MOUNT JERUSALEM IS CAPITAL

OF ISRAEL

Responding to a BBC
report that listed East
Jerusalem as the capital
for the Palestinian
Olympic team and that
listed no capital for
Israel, Tel Aviv’s
mayor, Ron Huldai,
posted a YouTube
" video stating the
Ron Hulda: following: “The city of
Tel-Aviv is one of the
coolest cities in the world ... Israel’s financial and
cultural center, but there is one thing we are not, we are
not Israel’s capital. Jerusalem is Israel’s capital. It
became the capital 3,500 years ago. For centuries, Jews
all over the world hoped to go back to the Holy Land and
would pray to be ‘next year in Jerusalem.”” On July 26
Barack Obama’s press secretary refused to name the
capital of Israel when pressed on the matter by the two
most senior White House correspondents (“So, Mr.
President, What IS the Capital of Israel,” Town Hall, July
26,2012).

The Women in Green movement led the 18th annual march
around the Temple Mount in Jerusalem on July 28. The
march, which is in recognition of Tisha B’Av, the day of
mourning over the destruction of the Jewish temple, begins
with the reading of the Book of Lamentations in front of the
American Consulate and then proceeds to circle the walls of
the Old City. Thousands joined in the march. Nadia Matar,
the leader of Women in Green, told Arutz Sheva TV, “We
walk around the Old City to
say that Jerusalem is ours.
The Temple Mount is ours.
Like a bride going around
the groom we go around
the Temple Mount,
showing our loyalty and
our love to Jerusalem. ...
Altogether we are saying
the land of Israel is ours,
Jerusalem is ours, and we
pray for the day that Tisha
B’Av will turn from a fast
day into a day of holiday
when we can all dance to

the Temple Mount.” Nadia Matar

POSSIBLE REMAINS OF JEWS MASSACRED ON
TEMPLE MOUNT DISCOVERED

The following is excerpted from “Remains of Jews Massacred,” Arutz Sheva, July 30, 2012: “The remains
of thousands of Jews massacred by the Romans on the Temple Mount during the destruction of the
Second Temple may have been uncovered, according to veteran archaeological journalist Benny Liss.
According to daily newspaper Israel HaYom, Liss screened a video clearly showing thousands of human
skeletons in what appears to be a mass grave.
Liss ‘told the amazed audience that the film had
been shot in a spacious, underground cavern in
the area of the Mercy Gate [Sha'ar Harachamim
in Hebrew, a sealed gate in the wall of the Old
City, opposite the Mount of Olives, ed.], near
the eastern wall of the Temple Mount, but just
outside it,” the newspaper reported. Liss raised
the possibility that the skeletons were the
remains of 6,000 Jews, mostly women and
children, killed on the Temple Mount when the
Romans destroyed the Second Temple. The
massacre is described in the writings of
Josephus Flavius, who defected from the Jewish
to the Roman side and witnessed the
destruction.”
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GOD PROTECTS TREES FROM
INSECTS
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RECEIVING
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1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:

1 Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.

Romans 8:28 - 29 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to his purpose. For him whom he did foreknow, he also did
predestinate to be conformed to his own image, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren

2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Mark 3:14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to
preach,

Mark 1:17 And Jesus said unto them, Come ye after me, and | will make you to become fishers of
men

Matthew 4:19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.

Luke 5:10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners with Simon.
And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.

Luke 10:1 - 2 ] After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two
before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come. Therefore said he unto them,
The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he
would send forth labourers into his harvest.

Acts 8:4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

Matthew 28:18 - 20 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever | have
commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

Acts 8:4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
Turn to: Luke 19; John 4; John 9

Matthew 25:29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from
him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

Isaiah 6:8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? Then
said |, Here am |; send me.

Ezekiel 22:30 And | sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the
gap before me for the land, that | should not destroy it: but | found none.
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CHURCH NEWS » COMING UP * SPECIAL EVENTS

August 9 Games Day

AMBASSADOR has worked hard in the country of
Singapore, and God has given us extra days of
rest, like National Day! Take the opportunity to
join us for a fun-filed morning of games, the
Word and fellowship! See you there!

Date: 9 August 2012
Time: 9:30AM - 12NN

Location:
Field opposite Wellington Primary School

CHURCH NEWS e TRAINING

Training Courses THe VISION AND

CHRIST our Saviour did not The course will include topics MISSION OF
send His disciples out without  such as chlid development, AMBASSADOR

proper training and they songleading, behaviour
turned the world upside-down management and more. “To win the north of
for Him. Ambassador believes Singapore for Christ and a

training is |m'por.tant o the . in touch with us if WIELE (housand souls for Christ
proper functioning of the in five years.”

various ministries and is
beginning a training course for

led of the Lord to serve in the
Chapel and are interested in

chapel teachers. attending the course! W=IEMIE FOIR Wsi=
MONTH:
CHAPEL TEACHERS TRAINING ,
Presenting Every
Date: I'l, 18 August 2012 Person Perfect in
Time: 2:30PM - 5:30PM Chl"iSt
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FBI Outreach QOutreach
BEGINS and and
19 aue Visitation Visitation
(SEM) (YIS)

6 - 12 AUGUST 2012

p Sunday

R-IVGI’S Worship
Ina Service
Dry .

Place ""Sa”d?””
ervice

Sunday Services

We'd love to hear from you, be it Children’s Bible Hour 09:30AM
feedback about this bulletin, requests Sunday Bible Hour 09:30AM
for material, or just about any other Mandarin Service 03:30PM
query you may have about Christ, ) ) )
His Kingdom, and Ambassador. English Worship Service 11:00AM
Contact us by:

Routine Weekly Activities

Phone: +65 91000305

Post: Mondays, 07:45PM
1096 Sembawang Road

Singapore 758518 “Rivers in a Dry Place”
Email: Fridays, 08:00PM

info@ambassador-baptist.org
johnny@ambassador-baptist.org

(pastor’s email)

Ambassador Youth
Saturdays, 10:30AM

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
ambassador.baptist.church.SG

Twitter: @abc_singapore

Outreach Efforts
SEMBAWANG
Person-in-Charge: Bro. Robert
Tuesdays, 08:15PM

YISHUN
Person-in-Charge: We need one.
Wednesdays, 08:15PM

Faith Bible Institute - RESTARTING 19 AUGUST

For more information on our weekly activities, visit our website at
www.ambassador-baptist.org

+  Our new facility

+ The various ministries

+ New direction for Ambassador Baptist Church

»  Souls to be saved, baptized and added to the church in 2012
+ Salvation of loved ones

«  THANKSGIVING: Bro. Terry’s successful operation.

+ Bro. Terry’s treatment and recovery.

the Bible in 4
months

6 AUG Luke 23

7 AUG Luke 24

8 AUG John1-2

9 AUG John 3 -4
10 AUG John 5
11 AUG John 6
12 AUG John7
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